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Description: the workshop aims at discussing the foundations of the Science-Policy interaction and 
focuses on Epidemiology and Prevention. The modern (classical) paradigm in which researchers 
quantify the strength of empirical evidence to be used in governance decision processes may fail 
when facing complex problems, uncertain knowledge and risks. Several approaches have been 
proposed in order to bridge the gap created in the legitimation of political action  (e.g. precautionary 
principle, extended participation), each with its own characteristic complications .The workshop 
will review the basis of the modern conceptual model of rational decision making, the emergence of 
probability and the role of statistical information, and their limitations (irreducible uncertainty, 
conflicting certainties, indeterminacy, conflict of interests). It will also explore novel approaches 
and alternatives in a context where trust is in decline. 
 
The workshop is scheduled to run on a three days basis. 
  
On day 1, the conceptual background and current practices will be reviewed. Real examples will be 
presented and discussed by the participants.  
On day 2, new approaches, including an innovative framework for uncertainty management will be 
explored, enabling different sorts of uncertainty in quantitative information to be analysed and 
communicated in a standardised and user-friendly way. Examples and experiences on these 
approaches will be discussed.
On  day 3,  the workshop  will  focus  on  uncertainty and  extended  knowledge  assessment. Global 
sensitivity analysis will be formalised and real examples will be developed with the participants.  
 
Participants come from different backgrounds: 
 
1- epidemiologists 
2- statisticians 
3- citizen committees’ members 
4- scientific journalists 
5- health managers, local or national representatives, trustees 
 
The workshop is on a closed format. 
For those interested to participate please send your CV by e-mail to: 
Annibale Biggeri 
Department of Statistics “G. Parenti” 
University of Florence 
Viale Morgagni 59 
50134 Florence (IT) 
abiggeri@ds.unifi.it  
 
 
                                           The deadline for sending CV is: 23 October 2011
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The registration fee is 500,00 Eur (not including accommodation). 
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